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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 064797 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: IN, TECH 

SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF NEWTRON DETECTORS FOR TARAPUR 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION NRC APPROVED MARCH 1 8 GENERAL 
ELECTRIC APPLICATION FOR THE EXPORT TO INDIA OF ABOUT 

TWO HUNDRED MILLIGRAMS OF HIGHLY-ENRICHED (90 PERCENT PLUS) 
URANIUM IN NEUTRON DETECTION INSTRUMENTS FOR INSTALLATION 
AT THE TARAPUR REACTORS. THE NRC REQUESTED THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH S VIEWS BEFORE UNDERTAKING FORMAL CONSIDERATION OF 
THE APPLICATION. APPROVAL WAS GIVEN EVEN THOUGH THIS 
IS SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL IN TERMS OF THE ATOMIC ENERGY 
ACT AND THUS IN THE SAME LEGAL CATEGORY AS A FUEL 
SHIPMENT. 

2. THE INSTRUMENTS SERVE A SAFETY FUNCTION AND WOULD 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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REPLACE THOSE ORIGINALLY INSTALLED IN THE GE REACTORS. 

PENDING AN ULTIMATE USG DECISION ON WHETHER TO CONTINUE 
FUEL SHIPMENTS TO TARAPUR, THE SAME APPROACH ON THIS 
GE APPLICATION WAS ADOPTED AS WITH THE DELIVERY OF 
SPARE PARTS AND THE PARTIAL SHIPMENT OF ENRICHED 
URANIUM APPROVED IN 1976 TO ENSURE THE CONTINUED NORMAL 
OPERATION OF TARAPUR. 
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